
PLDT 

August 6, 2018 

Philippine Stock Exchange 
6/F Philippine Stock Exchange Tower 
28" Street corner 5th Avenue 
Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City 

Attention: Ms. Janet A. Encarnacion 
OIC - Head, Disclosure Department 

Gentlemen: 

In compliance with Section 17.1 (b) of the Securities Regulation Code and SRC Rule 
17.1.1.1.3(b).2, we submit herewith a copy of SEC Form 17-C with a copy of press release 
attached thereto. 

This shall also serve as the disclosure letter for the purpose of complying with PSE Revised 
Disclosure Rules. 

Very truly yours, 

MA. L URDES C. RAU -CHAN 
Corporate Secretary 

PLDT General Office P.O. Box 2148 Makati City, Philippines 

PLD 1 



 

 

 

 

 Page 1 of 2 

 

 

 
 

Court of Appeals Decision in PLDT Inc. v. Hon. Secretary of Labor 
and Employment Silvestre H. Bello III, et al.,  

Court of Appeals G.R. SP No. 155563 
  

 

MANILA, Philippines 3rd August 2018 - The Court of Appeals issued a Decision 
in this case last 31 July 2018, a copy of which was received by PLDT’s counsel today.  
 
In a series of orders – including a Compliance Order issued by the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) Regional Office on 3 July 2017, which was partly affirmed by 
DOLE Secretary Bello in his resolutions dated 10 January 2018 and 24 April 2018 – the 
DOLE had previously ordered PLDT to regularize 7,344 workers from 38 of PLDT’s third 
party service contractors. PLDT questioned these “regularization orders” before the 
Court of Appeals, which led to the 31 July 2018 Decision.  
 
In sum, the Court of Appeals –  
 
(i) GRANTED PLDT’s prayer for an injunction against the regularization orders; 
  
(ii) SET ASIDE the regularization orders insofar as they declared that there was labor-
only contracting of the following functions: (a) janitorial services, messengerial and 
clerical services; (b) information technology (IT) firms and services; (c) IT support 
services, both hardware and software; and applications development; (d) back office 
support and office operations; (e) business process outsourcing or call centers; (f) sales; 
and (g) medical, dental engineering and other professional services;  and,  
  
(iii) REMANDED to the DOLE for further proceedings, the matters of (a) determining 
which contractors, and which individuals deployed by these contractors, are performing 
installation, repair and maintenance of PLDT lines; and (b) properly computing monetary 
awards for benefits such as unpaid overtime or 13th month pay, which in the 
regularization orders amounted to Php51.8 million.  
 
The Court of Appeals agreed with PLDT’s contention that the Secretary’s regularization 
order was “tainted with grave abuse of discretion” because it did not meet the “substantial 
evidence” standards set out by the Supreme Court in landmark jurisprudence.  The Court 
also said that the DOLE’s appreciation of evidence leaned in favor of the contractor 
workers, and that the Secretary had “lost sight” of distinctions involving the labor law 
concepts of “control over means and methods,” and “control over results.”  
 
PLDT and its legal counsel are studying the Court of Appeals decision to determine the 
Company’s appropriate next steps.  
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This press release may contain some statements which constitute “forward-looking 
statements” that are subject to a number of risks and uncertainties that could affect 
PLDT’s business and results of operations. Although PLDT believes that expectations 
reflected in any forward-looking statements are reasonable, it can give no guarantee of 
future performance, action or events. 
  
For further information, please contact: 
  
Ramon R. Isberto 
Tel No: 511-3101 
Fax No: 893-5174 

  
  
   
About PLDT 
PLDT is the leading telecommunications provider in the Philippines. Through its principal business groups 
– fixed line and wireless– PLDT offers a wide range of telecommunications services across the Philippines’ 
most extensive fiber optic backbone and fixed line, and mobile network. 
 
PLDT is listed on the Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE: TEL) and its American Depositary Shares are listed 
on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE:PHI).  PLDT has one of the largest market capitalizations among 
Philippine listed companies. 
 
Further information can be obtained by visiting the web at  www.pldt.com. 
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